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Give Girls A Chance

see below

Support girls’ drive for education

B‘ MAXINE CROOK

Horrific news: Two men in
Afghanistan sprayed bat-
tery acid in the faces of
eight teenage girls just be-
cause they were heading
to school.

Encouraging news: Five
days later, from her hospital
bed, 17-year-old Shamsia
Husainai, her face a mass of
excruciating burns and one
eye blinded, bravely insists:
“I will go to my school even
if they kill me. | will contin-
ue my studies.”

Shamsia shares this

yearning for an education
with 50 million girls who
do not get to go to school.
While it’s true that many
boys also don't have access

to education, far more girls
lose out on this basic hu-
man right. If a family must
choose which of their chil-
dren to educate, it's almost
always a boy. Some cultures
and religions discourage or
forbid the education of
girls. And girls, no matter
how young, bear the bur-
den of daily work at home,
fetching water and fire-
wood, looking after sib-
lings, helping grow food.
This is a tragedy not just
for the girls, but for the
world! Study after study by
international big players —
the World Bank, UNICEF,
Oxfam — all prove that
when girls are educated,
amazing things happen:
poverty drops, the health of
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families greatly improves,
economies grow.

A woman who has even a
basic education enrolls her
children in school, has them
immunized, has fewer chil-
dren and knows how to
keep them healthy. She is
more likely to practise fami-
ly planning, and has a lower
incidence of HIV/AIDS.

A girl with education
earns more, which gives
her a voice at home and in
her community. “Ending
global poverty begins with
women'’s rights,” according
to Oxfam. Women'’s rights
begin with education.

Even the cowardly thugs
who threw acid on school-
girls will not be able to stop
girls from pursuing an edu-
cation. Girls know what
they are missing, and when

they get a chance, they do
brilliantly well.

| am a volunteer with
Give Girls A Chance (give
girlsachance.org), raising
funds for projects that edu-
cate girls. | have seen their
drive, their optimism, their
hard work despite the most
difficult backgrounds.

| think of Millicent
Obiero, 14, an orphan in
Kenya who made it from
her tiny village to a high
school far away, now near
the top of her class.

| think of 10-year-old Sel-
ma, in Grade 4 in rural Pak-
istan, who writes: “My fa-
ther dislikes my getting an
education, so | earn my fees
cleaning  houses  after
school”

Each of us can help girls
like Millicent, Selma and
Shamsia by donating to or-
ganizations that fund educa-
tion and women'’s rights,
(e.g. Oxfam, PlanCanada), or
Give Girls A Chance, which
only funds girls” education.

Maxine Crookis adocumentary makerand
fund adviser to Give Girls A Chance (give
girlsachance.org), a Canadian charity that
raises money to educate girls in Canada
and around the world.
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